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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IIF KT.TOWruI PiYSJT'AI APPEGANC;
The Muncie Publ:. !ibrary is a northward facing Neo-Classical building located in thegity's centra'l business district. Built in 'l909, it is about 60 feet"rfiOe, gO teet'long, and 60 feet high.

The front of the bu'l'lding presents an impostng Greek Doric Hexastyle facade surmounted
by a.we11 proportioned pediment. There are carved muses flanking the entrance and
within the pediment; these pane'ls are rich, detailed and well executed. Its imposing
facade is defined by a handsome Greek Doric Hexastyle Portico with acroteria at the
lower ang'les and apex of the well proport'ioned pedi'ment. The tympanum has iwo semi-
19cl'ining human figures of cut stone encompassed by classically-ihspired ornament.
Flanking,the main entrance are two finely carved and we'll preslrved panels of sculpted
muses: 1aw, science, prose, etc,

A Roman Class'ical dome is located centrally on the roof and tt seryes to defifle the
centra'l i nteri or space.

The Roman Classjcal dome is un'ited successful'ly with the Greek Classical facade. Itjs wel'l scaled and contains art glass of a rich abstract geometrical design. The dome
is-supported by lrqq standing columns surfaced with varigateO green-b1ack*marble. They
effectually subdivide the interior into one of the finest public spaces'in Muncie.

The east and west elevatjons have subt'ly projected port'icos composed of tetrastyle
piers and surmounted by unadorned pediments.

''The exterior fabric of the bui'lding is Indiana limestone. The overajl condition of the
building is quite so'lid, and the stone detail is crisp and lucjd.

The ma'in interior space is square in plan but defined spatially by pedentives which
support the dome. The east and west reading rooms are partially screened from the
central domed space by scagliolated, marblized, free standing columns.

In'194.|, during a period of renovation, painting and c'leaning four of the pillars were
removed from the main floor area, two from each readjng room on the East and West
sjdes. This was done to give more space to these rooms.

In 195'|, the giass dome on !he"main roof was sheathed and sh'ingled to eliminate the
constant problem of leakage, The rest of the roof was repaired with new flashing and
cement. The unfinished area under the front stairs and vestibule was converted into
two rest rooms and a storage room, the.former rest nooms were opened by an archway,
and redecorated. The 525 square feet of floor space provided ample room for increased
activity,'in weli-1ighted, a'iry quarters. The fireplace was removed in the Reference
Room in preparation for the addition of shelving. All old shelving a'long the south
and west wa'lls was removed and rep'laced. The new she'lving and wood equipment were
f ini shed i n 'l ight b'irch.

The year .|954 brought the greatest change to the library build'ing. The installation of
a mezzanine tier of book stacks; the new stacks, installed without closing the library
for service, provided storage for an additiona'l 30,000 volumes wh'ich had been stored
in basement rooms for several years. New fluorescent lighting gave the stacks a higher
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level of illumination and an attractive, modern appearance. The third floor area, after
it was reinforced by the Indjana Bridge Co., was used for extensive supplementary
storage.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

The Muncie Public-Librgfy is a well detaired monumenta'l edifjce harmonizing Greekand Roman Classical architectural forms. This rustic and weli executed combinationof both classical. periods into a successful solution renoeri th; b;iiJing-un'i'ilportantarchitectural node of more than local importance.

The Library was designed by Marsha'l'l S. Mahurin (.|857-1939) of Fort Wayne. Hisarchitectural firm designed several fine Indiana county courthouses and Muncjers
Edmund Burke Ball residence. In_the Muncie public.L.ibiary w. *itn.ri f,f, uii.rpt toimortalize both the Neo-Classical. aspirations of the njneteenth century and AndiiewCarnegie's generous donation to the commun.ity.

0n FebruaYy.?1,.l90'l, the Muncie L'ibrary Board called a special meeting to considerthe advisability_of asking Andrew carneg'ie for a gift io irr. iitv ror iiniuiv'prrposes.After considerable discussion the board unanimousiy agr"eed io-uii N.. carnegie'ior thesum of $50'000 to fil'l the needs of a growing libriry'housed in-t6. citV nuiiJtng.
l'1r. Carnegie agreed to furnjsh the 950,000 if the
and perpetual maintenance.

0n March 25th the !ity Council.passed a resolution to guarantee perpetual maintenance
Igt u free publ]c l.'ibrary at thb annual minjmum cost specified by Mr. Carnegie, i.e.,10 percent of the donatibn of $5,000 --- - -r vs"'sY rs'

The southeast corner of Jackson and Jefferson Streets was selected as the most suitablelocat'ion and.purchased from t,l.W. Shirk and c.M. rimbrough i;r-$i3,000. The home ofGeorge W. Spilker,.given by the owner to the city for library use, was sold for $6,000and the money app'lied on the puechase price.

W'ing and Mahurin.of Ft:-i{9yrte were chosen as architects, and the contract for theconstruction of the.builging was awarded.to Morrow and Moryow of Muncie. 0n June l, . g1z,the foundation was laid for'the new bui1d11q *jtrr ilr..*p..iation of having to ready
Iof-q:. bv Februarv 22, 'l903, but due to diificulty in-;;i;i;;'ianor and materiat the,building was not ready for uie untjr December 3i, i903.

city of Muncie would provtde a site
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Constructjon was completed one and one-ha1f years later at a total cost of $SS,900.85.

Morrow and Morrow, general contract
Art Metal Construction Co., book stacks and furniture
Sutherland Mfg. Co., electrica1 fixtures
Mandel Bros. , art 91 ass
t'landel Bros., decorat'ion
t,Jing and Mahurjn, archjtects
Cement side wal ks
Mi scel I aneous

$46 ,970 . 85
2,500.00
I ,500.00

750. 00
I ,500.00
2 ,000 . 00

350.00
330.00

$55;e00:85

The buildinq was dedicated on January 1,.l904, with appropriate exercises.

A souvenir-spoon with the picture of the new l'ibrary engraved in its bowl was presented
to the small daughter of Mr. Carnegie. He was so p'leased with the g'ift that hb donated
an addjtional $5,000 which was used for the purchase of equipment.

The passing years have brought few v'isible changes to the exterior of the library build-ing' Changes'in the interior have come about only because of the need for expanied
space for books and readinq services and do not basjcally alter the original structure.

Space has_continued to be at a premium jn the Majn L'ibrary bujldinq and plans were
begun in .l967 for a new l'ibrary fac'i'lity. Plans are to bu jld an expansion beh'ind the
present library bujld'ing in the same downtown area of Muncie where both can contjnue
to serve busjness_and governmental units, householderso students, and vjs'it'ing
scholars such as Robert S. Lynd who wrjte at the tjme of his revjsion of his " I
"Mjddletown" study, "I am so endebted to the Muncie Library and have'its welfare so
much at heart that I am eager to do all I can to show what a good job jt is doing on a
f inanc'ial ' shoe stri ng ' . "

Thr's building is an outstaniTng example of architectural design, a specific local monument
to Andrew Carneqie and a key landmark in downtown Muncie.
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